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Dallington School Christmas Newsletter 

The Mogg Blogg 
 

Is it really the end of Term?  What 
happened to October and November?  I 
know that I am having fun, but should 
time fly by quite so quickly?  I sincerely 
hope that it is absolutely nothing to do 
with youthful members of the police force, 
doctors and our visiting prospective 
parents! 

How special was it to hear the children‟s 
parents playing in the band at the Carol 
Concert?  If you play an instrument, or 
fancy dusting off one you own, Abi would 
be delighted to include you in next year‟s 
band! 

This year‟s collection to be shared equally 
between The Anthony Nolan Trust and 

Downright Excellent raised £640.  

Thank you all for your generosity!  

We are all looking forward to Chris Kelly 
and his wife Katy bringing in Matilda in 
the new year.  Chris is currently on 
paternity leave, but should be back during 
the second week of the Spring Term.  
Matilda was born at 9.50 pm on Friday 4th 
December and weighed 7 lbs and 8 oz in 
old money. 

I was talking to Rachel Baughen before 
the Carol Concert began.  The Anthony 
Nolan Trust meeting in the Crypt had 
already attracted 150 prospective donors 
and they were still coming!  Rachel was 
absolutely overwhelmed by the response 
and delighted that the meeting was so 
successful. 

Have a wonderful break and a very happy 
New Year. 

 

 

Why not visit the brand 
new FoD web page… 

www.friendsofdallington.blog
spot.com 

Not on the mailing list? 

email 

abi@dallingtonschool.co.uk 

 
governors 
@dallingtonschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 CHRISTMAS PUDS AND 
GOODIES ON SALE TODAY!   

DON’T MISS OUT! 

Dallington Christmas puddings, tea towels, 
shoppers and aprons are for sale after 
school today! 

 

Plum Pudding - £11.00 large £6.50 small 

Triple Choc. Pudding - £6.50 small 

Free Mug when you buy any one of the 
following… 

o Dallington tea towels £3 or 2 for 
£5 
 

o Adultôs calico aprons £5 or 2 for 
£9 
 

o Dallington Shoppers £6.50 or 2 
for £12 

 

All proceeds go to FoD and the School so 
ultimately, to the children. 

If you are unable to buy your goodies 
before we break up, Abi and Maria-Luisa 
will be in next week, Monday and 
Tuesday, for those last minute buys! 

 

 

 

Headteacher  Mogg Hercu les  

Deputy Headteacher  Vanessa K ing  

Upcoming Events 

 Yoga Club starts again 
on Tuesday 12th 

January 2010 

 TBC New Prospectus & 
Website launch party 

 11th February - Board 
of Governors Meeting 

 TBC Cycling Proficiency 

ð 1st and 2nd weeks of 
February 

 15th-19th February ð 
Half Term 

 TBC 11th March ð Open 
Evening 

 March 26th ð Break up 

 6th May - Board of 
Governors Meeting 
 
 

 

 

http://www.friendsofdallington.blogspot.com/
http://www.friendsofdallington.blogspot.com/
mailto:abi@dallingtonschool.co.uk
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8 of us try very hard to get to sleep 
immediately on Christmas eve. 

7 of us have tried to stay awake to see 
Father Christmas! 

5 of us are allowed to stay up past midnight 
to bring in the New Year.   

5 of us are ski-ing. 

2 of us will give and receive presents on 
Christmas eve, not Christmas day. 

1 of us will have very little sleep from now on 
(clue - one of the adults.) 

19 of us wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Upper Nursery News 

Upper Nursery children have continued to 
prepare for Christmas. The children have 
created amazing displays of The 12 Days 
of Christmas and a Nativity scene. As 
part of the celebrations, the children and 
staff shared a lunch on Thursday. Eating 
together and sharing food is a satisfying 
way of improving the children‟s personal, 
social and emotional development as well 
as their maths skills.  

On Tuesday evening a beautiful fox was 
seen crossing the Goswell Road by 
Dallington Street!  We wish him and you a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  

Picture of the Week ð 
Saoirse (Upper Nursery) 

 

 

Mogg’s Group 

The Middle School Party  

On Thursday 17th December, Year Six 
were the hosts to a party for Years 3, 4, 
5 and 6. We helped Fabian put up the 
decorations, which we had made 
earlier, in the basement, followed by 
setting out all the food for the party. 
Year 3 had kindly brought in drinks, 
Year 4 had brought in savoury and 
Years 5 and 6 brought in sweet food. 
We had a large variety of food, 
alongside heaps of sausage rolls!  

After we had all eaten, we went 
downstairs to the basement to do our 
talent contest. All the acts were 
amazing, although the judges had the 
hard job of deciding their three 
favourites. They decided to put Isi 
(hula-hooping) third, Felix (singing and 
playing the saxophone) second and 
Betty-Belle (singing) first! At the end of 
the talent competition we ended the 
day with a disco in which „Bad Boys‟ 
was played repeatedly! I really enjoyed 
the day, and I hope all the guests did 
as well! 

Ruby Macgregor  

Puppy of the week - 
Teddy Burnay 

 

If you would like your dog to have a 
moment in the spotlight, please email a 
picture to school.   

 

 

Catherine’s Group  
 

Exciting news! Our Year 4 assistant, 
Chris Kelly and his wife Katy have had 
their baby! The very lovely „Matilda‟ 
arrived on the evening of Friday 4th 
December, a very healthy 7lbs 8oz.  Our 
group is desperate to meet her. 
Congratulations Chris and Katy! 

We had a chat about Christmas and how 
we spend the holidays, this is what we 
discovered: 

From a group of 17 children and 2 adults… 

All of us enjoy a lie-in and a break from tuna 
sandwiches and lunchboxes. 

19 of us agree that buying and decorating the 
Christmas tree is one of our favourite 
Christmas activities. 

16 of us write Christmas lists, 6 have one 
item on our list, 7 have between 2 and 6 
items, 3 of us have a list with more than 20 
things on it (outrage from rest of group!) 

14 of us will drink at least 3 hot chocolates 
during the 3 weeks break. 

14 of us will get up before 7am on Christmas 
morning- 9 of us before 6am (how exciting, 
you lucky old parents!) 

12 of us have found Father Christmas leaves 
a bit of a mess behind once he has eaten his 
mince pie and sherry. 

12 of us help out in the kitchen on Christmas 
day… ahem really?   

11 of us will definitely be eating turkey on 
Christmas day, 2 of us will be having a 
vegetarian meal. 

10 of us have looked for or peeked at hidden 
presents (PARENT ALERT-SHOCK 
HORROR!) 

9 of us like Christmas pudding. 

8 of us save up our own pocket money to buy 
presents for others. 
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Transition News 

Year 1 – Cindy’s  

Cindy‟s Year 1 class has been getting 
festive – counting down the days until 
Christmas Day. We made Advent 
Calendars.  Although this was a big 
project, it was very worthwhile.  First the 
children created a snowy Christmas 
castle from rectangles and triangles.  
Then the children cut small pictures 
from Christmas cards and catalogues 
and stuck them under carefully 
measured doors.   The children wrote 
lovely numerals on each door and … 
finally on the 9th day (of Christmas) they 
were finished!   

We also wish Mattia a wonderful 6th 
birthday this week too.  

Year 1 – Claudia’s  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Lower Nursery News  

Whoosh and the term was gone! It 
seems an eternity since we started in 
September with Puff the Magic 
Dragon frolicking in the autumn mist, 
the crowd from Room on the Broom 
and the Incy Wincy Spider! But here 
we are in our final week preparing to 
party with St Nicholas and his 
reindeer flying overhead and the 
Babooska dance troop in tow! 

Big Bear and Little Bear have 
decorated their home beautifully and 
the stockings have been hung with 
care. The children have cooked 
delicious edible gifts for their families 
and made beautiful gift boxes and 
cards. We even have a pink tree and 
if you listen carefully some say they 
can hear sleigh bells….. 

We enjoyed learning our festive 
songs with Sarah for the Carol 
Concert and had such fun 
entertaining you with our delightful 
singing!  

Thank you to all those friends and 
family who joined us at our 
Christmas Party.  What fun! 

On Wednesday 9th December we 
were visited by our new friends 
Alejandro, Catherine, Christopher, 
Felix and Oriel who spent open 
afternoon with us before they start 
nursery in the Spring. We look 
forward to welcoming them in the 
New Year 2010!  

All that remains is for us to thank all 
our families for their support and 
enthusiasm this term and wish them 
and everyone at Dallington a happy 
holiday and all good wishes for 2010 
from all of us in Lower Nursery! xxx 

     

 

 

 

Just as everyone else in school, we have 
been extremely busy in Claudia‟s class 
over the past few weeks. Our floor was 
transformed into a Winter Wonderland and 
we have a wonderful giant Advent 
Calendar on our display wall; with a child 
from either Cindy‟s or Claudia‟s class 
beaming from every opened window.  

On the 6th of December, St Nicholas, who 
usually only visits children in the 
Netherlands and Germany, must have 
flown by and left some notes and little 
presents for the children, which was a 
lovely surprise.  

Other than that I think we are set for 
Christmas: The wish lists are written and 
posted, the Christmas cards written and 
parties and concerts are plentiful.  

Yesterday, all of Transition went to the 
Young Vic Theatre to watch “The Forest”.  
The music was beautiful, the dance 
movement was stunning and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the production.  We 
recommend it to all.  What a magical 
Christmas experience!   

Wishing you all a very lovely Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year! 

Salomé (Upper Nursery) 
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Life at City 

In 2006 I left Dallington to go to City of 
London School for Girls. I was nervous 
leaving an atmosphere and people I 
knew and enjoyed. I needn‟t have been. 
Although all of the 24 people in my class 
were nervous and being new was a bit 
scary, the other girls and teachers at 
city made us feel welcome! 

Now in 2009 I am in Year 6 and I am 
still thoroughly enjoying school. We 
have a number of mufti days - mufti 
means non-school uniform - where 
every child has to bring in a pound for 
wearing home clothes. This rule doesn‟t 
apply to the Upper Sixths who wear 
their own clothes all the time.  

Being in the centre of the Barbican has 
its advantages. We are literally right 
next to the Museum of London which we 
make frequent visits to.  We also 
frequently make trips to the theatre and 
recently went to see Dick Whittington.  

Sport plays quite a big role at City. We 
have consistent netball and swimming 
matches against other schools such as 
Channing, Francis Holland and 
sometimes even City Boys!!!!! Each 
summer we also have a prep sports 
day. The lower years are in the 
playground and Years 5 and 6 are in the 
pool. 

We do a lot of things for charity ranging 
from bake sales to sponsored walks. In 
Year 5 I went on a sponsored walk 
through Richmond Park, yes all six 
miles of it, and was exhausted at the 
end. 

We go on trips all the time and recently 
my year went to Somerset to stay in a 
vast old fashioned house called 
Nettlecombe Court. We spent the week 
there doing a number of fun activities: 
wading through rivers, diversity studies 
etc. 

 

 

When you are in Year 8, at the 
beginning of the year you get given a 
younger sister who is in Year 7, and you 
have the responsibility of telling them 
about the school and helping them out. 

Everybody gets put into a house 
(Goodwin, Spears, Waterloe, Sharp), 
and you will have competitions such as 
house drama, sports day, house debate, 
etc. 

At the end of the Autumn term there is 
lots of stuff that goes on, there is the 
teachers pantomime, there is the room 
competition which is when your form 
has to think of a theme to dress your 
room up as and the headmistress and 
head girls will judge it and it will be read 
out in mark reading, there is the post 
box competition where your form makes 
a post box but it has to be in the theme 
of your room and that is judged by the 
same people and read out at the same 
time, there is also mark reading which 
happens at the end of each school term, 
and the headmistress reads out awards 
and you have to go and collect your 
certificate.   

In Year 7 the languages you do are 
French and Latin, but when you get to 
Year 8, you keep doing them but you 
also have to choose between German 
and Spanish.  In order to choose you 
will have a taster lesson. 

In art for a term you will do ceramics for 
a term, then you will do a paint, drawing, 
printing, etc project with another teacher 
for a term and then you will move to 
another teacher and do a different 
project but not ceramics. 

In a year there are roughly sixty or 
eighty students and they are split into 
forms of twenty and you will do all 
lessons with your form, apart from 
music, art and science where there are 
about six students from your form and 
six from another and in PE your whole 
form is with another form. Calypso 

Keane 

 

As Nettlecombe is in the heart of the 
country it had many grounds that, when 
left to our own devices, we were allowed 
to play in.  

I should talk more about life at City but 
I‟ve pretty much covered everything I 
can think of and if I talked about 
everything I would be typing this all day. 

All in all, City is a wonderful school with 
lots of fun activities to take part in and 
enjoy and I would thoroughly 
recommend it.  Poppy Menzies Walker 

Life at Channing 

If you are looking for a school to go to I 
would recommend Channing because it 
has a nice atmosphere and you always 
have someone to talk to if you have any 
problems with your work or you are 
finding things difficult. There is a teacher 
who you can talk to and tell her what 
you find difficult and she will help you. 

At Channing, in Year 7 you will mainly 
recap what you have done the previous 
year at Dallington, especially in maths! 
You get a maximum of three 
homeworks a night, normally half an 
hour each.  

In Year 7 the main trip you go on is to 
Caraty Wood, which is at the beginning 
of the year.  You go to the countryside 
to a centre and you do lots of activities, 
for example abseiling, biking, rock 
climbing, etc. You also may go on 
History trips, Geography trips, etc. 

Each year has a charity week where the 
year thinks of an idea to raise money 
which all the other years would like to 
join in with. One year there was crazy 
tights day where you had to pay a 
pound to where colourful tights. On the 
Thursday of your charity week there is a 
cake sale and anyone can make cakes 
and anyone can buy them. At the 
beginning of the year the whole school 
votes for a charity to raise money for, 
during charity weeks. 
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Jackie’s Group 

Jackie‟s group has been working on 
“The Christmas Alphabet” this week. 
We‟ve learnt the song and illustrated a 
very festive display for the classroom. 

The class was very busy practising for 
the Middle School Talent Show which 
took place during the Middle School 
Christmas party, yesterday. 

In sports news, Lucy has won a medal 
at her first swimming gala! The gala 
took place at Clissold Pool and her 
team “Sneezy” came first overall. Well 
done Lucy! 

 

The Christmas Alphabet 

C is for the candles trimmed around the 
Christmas tree. 

H is for the happiness with all the 
family. 

R is for the reindeers prancing by the 
window pane. 

I is for the icing on the cake as sweet as 
sugar cane. 

S is for the stocking on the chimney 
wall. 

T is for the toys beneath the tree so tall. 

M is for the mistletoe where everyone is 
kissed. 

A is for the angels who make up the 
Christmas list. 

S is for old Santa who makes every kid 
his pet. 

Be good and he‟ll bring you everything 
in the CHRISTMAS ALPHABET. 

 

Channing continued 

At Channing there are lots of clubs 
which can be before school, after 
school, but normally at lunch time. 
There are sport clubs, art clubs, history, 
geography, english clubs, clubs to help 
your maths, environmental council 
(growing plants and helping out with the 
chickens), and much more. 

Year 2 - Kate’s Group 

Christmas is here and Year 2 has done 
so much. We have made two snow 
people that are bigger than us and ice- 
cream cone Christmas trees with icing 
and M&M‟s (yum!)  We have also made 
Christmas cards and hats!  We had a 
wonderful Transition party, danced and 
ate until our bellies were full!  On 
Thursday we went to the fabulous show  
„Forest.‟ The walk there was 
exceptionally cold but we trotted to the 
Young Vic happily!  

Next term we will be learning about the 
Antarctica, how to multiply, working with 
money and writing creative stories with 
a start, middle and an end. We will also 
be starting our new Reading Journals. It 
will be a busy term. 

Have a wonderful Christmas break and 
MERRY CHRISTMAS from Year 2 !! 

Ambika, Fabian, Mogg 
and Abi at The 
Teaching Awards 

 

 

  

 

 

Ex-pupil News 

Visitors this week were Arthur Studdert 
and Poppy Menzies Walker who spent 
the day, Rose Pitman-Wallace who joined 
us for our Middle School party and 
Calypso Keane and Stella and Vincent 
Pearce who came in today.   

Dance next term 

In the third week of the Spring Term, on 
Thursday, families are invited to an 
informal showing of the children‟s Musical 
Theatre pieces on which they have been 
working this term.  More details nearer 
the time. 

After the Musical Theatre showing, next 
term, the children from Year 1 upwards 
will start learning Tap.  Please could 
Father Christmas bring some basic 
canvas tap shoes for your child.  If you 
want to wait, we can give you more 
details next term. 

 


