




‘It was where I learnt to be what I 
am now. Spontaneous, motivated, 
erratic and still a little bit naughty…  
a charming place that cannot be 
compared to any other school in 
the world.’ 

	 Emily Allen, former pupil,  
	 St. Andrew’s University.



The joy and reward  
of lifelong learning 
take time. That time 
is called childhood, 
spent with people 
who understand and 
value it, in a stimulating 
environment that 
promotes it.

Mogg Hercules 
Headteacher, Proprietor & Founder 
Ted Wragg Lifetime Achievement Award 
(with Distinction) 2009
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Dallington School
Dallington is an independent school, located in the 
heart of Clerkenwell, with around 150 children ranging 
in ages from 3 to 11 years. It has a non-selective, co-
educational intake and successful entry depends on 
early registration.

Founded in 1978 by Mogg Hercules, Dallington aims 
for high academic standards in a creative and informal 
environment. The children are encouraged, from an 
early age, to become autonomous and to assume a co-
operative attitude towards their learning. The aim is to 
produce one’s best in a non-competitive setting and the 
children are encouraged to assume responsibility in a 
self-regulated, purposeful way.

The school is widely creative. Design and technology, 
art, dance and music are strong elements of the 
curriculum and run throughout the school.

Dallington is very much a family school. Mogg continues 
to teach Years 5 & 6 whilst running the school with the 
support of her son and daughter. Many children have 
siblings somewhere in the school. Ex-parents and  
ex-pupils continue to be actively involved in school life. 

‘It gave me the best possible start in life. 
Dallington encouraged you to be an independent 
thinker as well as allowing you to develop both 
intellectually and creatively. Mostly I remember 
the encouragement given to me by teachers; they 
encouraged me to try everything and convinced 
me that I could achieve anything I set my mind to, 
meaning that by the time I left, I was a confident 
and positive person.’  
 
	 Natalie Hardbattle,  
	 Former pupil, BArch. Cardiff.



  54

Our Ethos
At Dallington, we offer a curriculum which is broad and 
balanced. We aim to provide for each child a happy, 
secure and stimulating environment that promotes 
discovery and observation and values a love of learning.

We encourage our children to become confident and 
enthusiastic learners. Our children work and play 
together in a co-operative, supportive way and great 
emphasis is placed on nurturing the development of 
the powers of reasoning and reflective, critical thinking. 
We provide an environment where children can openly 
relate to others and expect to be listened to and 
respected for their points of view.

‘It felt less like going to school than 
some vast, extended family. We were 
encouraged to revel in learning, to 
explore our creativity… Dallington 
gave me: a place of safety, a love of 
learning, confidence and friendship.’ 
 
	 Jojo Moyes, former pupil,  
	 journalist and writer.
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A non-competitive ethos does not mean 
the children lack purpose in their learning. 
We recognise that most parents of the 
children at Dallington expect them to 
compete for places at London Public 
Day Schools and support this aspiration. 
However, as teachers, we also maintain 
our confidence in and commitment to a 
diversity of childhood experiences and we 
trust our children, as learners, to benefit 
from that.

Our curriculum is organised broadly on a 
topic basis with mathematics and some 
language development activities taught 
outside the topic framework. A programme  
of topics is followed throughout the school. 

The predominant mode of working is group 
work although individual work and whole 
class teaching are used where appropriate. 
Within this structure, groups are usually of 
mixed ability. Matched ability sets are used  
in mathematics.

Relevant discussion is encouraged, 
although some periods of the day are set 
aside for silent work (for example quiet 
reading time immediately following the 
lunch break). 

Curriculum
Our school community reflects our commitment to 
a non-selective intake and values our children as 
active learners, from the Early Years Foundation Stage 
through to the end of Year 6. We use a spiral curriculum 
which encourages the learner to revisit, extend and 
deepen their knowledge, understanding and skills on a 
continuous basis.

The multi-sensory, multi-disciplinary experiences in 
which the children take part, allow the individual child, 
the peer group and the adults, to acknowledge and 
celebrate success. These experiences also promote a 
willingness to take on the challenges of independent 
learning, with a degree of rigour that holds a child in 
good stead throughout its life.

‘The curriculum…has very good  
breadth and in some aspects 
it is outstanding since it 
provides pupils with excellent 
opportunities for self expression 
and creativity which is the aim of 
the school.’  
	  
	 Ofsted Inspection Report 
	 July 2008
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‘All teachers have excellent relationships with 
their pupils and provide them with very good 
opportunities to discuss and represent their  
own ideas and this helps pupils to develop their 
self confidence.’  
 
	 Ofsted Inspection Report  
	 July 2008

Homework
Time is always set aside for homework. 
Quite often, homework will involve 
time spent with an adult, as in a shared 
reading activity, or a practical maths 
experience, such as shopping. With older 
children, homework is either research, 
as an extension to the day’s work, or 
reinforcement, particularly with a newly-
introduced concept or topic.

Although the children are encouraged 
to become enthusiastic, independent 
investigators, they all seem to welcome the 
chance to share their findings. One cannot 
underestimate, therefore, the value of  
family time! 

Pupil Teacher Ratios
Dallington has a high adult to child ratio 
with class sizes of, on average, 16 (as at 
December 2009). Groups may well include 
both high fliers and children who need on-
going support.

Each year has at least one dedicated 
teaching assistant. Some years are divided 
into two teaching groups.
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Physical Education & Dance
From an early age the children are encouraged to 
develop their motor skills through gym, sports, dance 
and swimming lessons, as well as free play and a 
variety of constructional activities. 

From Reception, all children attend weekly swimming 
lessons, at a local swimming pool, with our own  
qualified instructor. 

Weekly dance lessons start in Reception and are given 
by a visiting specialist who introduces the children to 
a variety of disciplines such as ballet, tap, modern, jazz 
and musical theatre.

Years 2, 3 and 4 have a weekly session with our visiting 
sports coach who introduces the children to tennis, 
cricket, football, basketball, hockey, rounders and tag 
rugby. Years 5 & 6 go to a sports centre to do various 
activities such as badminton, ice-skating, volleyball and 
street-dance. In the summer term, they go canoeing at 
Shadwell Basin, with a qualified instructor.

‘I loved all my teachers, and  
I always felt safe and valued’   	 Eleanor Robertson, former pupil,  
	 Balliol College, Oxford.
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Lunch & Our Playground
Children are required to bring a packed 
lunch in a suitable container.  Lunchtimes 
are supervised by a dedicated Lunchtime 
Assistant or member of staff.

Some of our children have allergic 
reactions to certain foods and we have 
procedures to ensure their safety.

We have an hour and a half lunch-break to 
give time for the children to visit our off-
site, private playground in Seward Street, 
a five-minutes walk around the corner, off 
Goswell Road. There is an enclosed ball-
court and an area set aside for the Nursery 
which is protected and has a soft surface. 
Playtimes are staggered to provide ample 
space for active play and children are 
suitably supervised at all times.

For the sole use of the Nursery children, we 
have a fleet of tricycles along with helmets 
and road signs to encourage pedal power 
and co-operative play and to promote safe 
road use. 

‘It is always a pleasure to meet 
pupils from Dallington School 
and then welcome them into 
our own school community. The 
pupils who have transferred from 
Dallington to Forest Prep over 
the last few years have one very 
clear characteristic; they want 
to be involved in all aspects of 
school life. Couple this with solid 
academic preparation, good 
manners and general joie de vivre 
and you have the ingredients  
for a pupil who is going to make  
a success of their school years.’  
 
	 Elizabeth Garner,  
	 Headteacher, Forest Prep.
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Trips & Events
Dallington School is ideally situated to take advantage 
of the many educational opportunities available within 
London. Frequent visits to, amongst others, the Natural 
History Museum, Tate Modern, the Thames foreshore, 
the Barbican Arts Centre, St John’s Gate, the Geffrye 
Museum, St Luke’s LSO Concerts and many theatres, 
are made throughout the year.

‘Pupils make outstanding 
progress in their creative skills 
because of the excellent range 
of activities provided.’ 
	 Ofsted Inspection Report  
	 July 2008



  1716

Music, Art & Drama
All groups have a weekly singing lesson with a visiting 
specialist and music appreciation is incorporated 
into movement and gym sessions. All children learn 
the recorder from Year 2 onwards and the ukulele is 
introduced from Year 3.

The school has close links with the Barbican Centre 
and the LSO. We make frequent visits to their schools’ 
concerts and the children are encouraged to come 
prepared to make a noise. The LSO has made 
reciprocal visits to school with its Gamelan drums!

Individual lessons are available in a wide variety of 
instruments from a talented and experienced group of 
visiting musicians.

By the time the children leave us, they have strong  
graphic skills and the confidence to select and use  
the most appropriate media for their artwork. They 
have experienced a wide range of art-based activities 
throughout their time with us and several of our 
children have been awarded art scholarships for their 
secondary schools.

Several of our teaching assistants are drama-trained and 
all children from Year 2 onwards have a weekly drama 
session. Throughout the year we have informal music, 
dance and drama performances at school to which 
parents are invited. The children use their dance, drama 
and music skills to present a public performance on a 
grander stage such as Wilton’s Music Hall. In recent 
years they have performed A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Romeo & Juliet and Twelfth Night. Our Christmas 
Concert is traditionally held at St James’, Clerkenwell 
Green. All the children take part in the concert!

‘Dallington School’s 
wonderful and 
ambitious production 
of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream 
was a brilliant and 
memorable occasion. 
The children were 
incredibly bright 
and polite. The 
production values 
were impressively 
high and the support 
we received from 
the parents was 
unbelievable. We 
would welcome 
Dallington back at  
the drop of a hat!’

Frances Mayhew, Director, 

Wilton’s Music Hall.
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French Lessons
French begins in Reception. The children in Years 3 to 6 are 
grouped for lessons according to ability and experience.

Assessment/Exams
Within the school, assessment is continuous, allowing 
teachers to extend or revisit previously covered concepts.

Dallington children are prepared for external exams in 
a non-competitive, stress-free environment where they 
are expected to reflect on their own attainments and 
realistically understand the requirements of competitive 
exams, as well as their own high standards of self-
regulated work.

In Year 5, a visiting specialist gives the children  
weekly practice in study skills and exam technique,  
such as working within a time framework and under  
exam conditions.

‘Pupils’ excellent art skills 
develop from the moment 
they start school.’ 
 
	 Ofsted Inspection Report  
	 July 2008
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Parent-Teacher Contact
At Dallington, we have an open-door policy and 
encourage parents to approach teachers at  
any time. Informal conversations happen frequently 
with parents and carers. If a discussion with a parent 
requires more time, a meeting can be organised.

‘Formal’ parent meetings are generally held each 
term and are arranged by individual teachers at times 
convenient for both parents and teachers. Parents are 
encouraged to be involved in their child’s education.

Annual progress reports are written during the 
summer term and received by parents during the 
summer holiday. Parents of children in the Foundation 
Stage receive a report based on the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Profile.

The parents of children in Year 5 are encouraged to 
meet with the study skills specialist after the children 
have been given formal assessments in mathematics, 
English, verbal and non-verbal reasoning, to share the 
results and discuss prospective schools in an open 
and realistic way.

‘Dallington School…is very successful in 
providing an environment where pupils 
develop into very confident young people.  
It is a very inclusive school where all pupils  
are valued and supported.’ 
	  
	 Ofsted Inspection Report  
	 July 2008
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‘Dallington school is like a 
family, the teachers, your 
parents and the pupils, your 
brothers and sisters. There is 
always pleasure in the air.’  
 
	 Felix, pupil Year 6

After School Clubs
The school has an Art Club, a Yoga Club and a Young 
Explorer’s Club (science-based) that take place after 
school. Mixed ages and abilities take part. Through 
links with school staff, there is the opportunity to 
become a member of a local choir and drama group.

After Dallington?
The school has an exemplary record of attaining places 
prior to and at Secondary level.

The Academy, Hampstead
Alleyn’s Junior School Dulwich 
Bancroft’s School
Camden School for Girls
Channing School 
City of London School for Girls
City of London School for Boys
Dame Alice Owen
The Dragon School, Oxford
Dulwich College Prep. School 
Dunhurst, Bedales Under School
Fairley House School
Forest School
Francis Holland, Clarence Gate
Goudhurst School, Kent
The Hall Hampstead
Hereward House
Highgate School 
Hill House
Italia Conti
JAGS James Allens Girls’ School
King Alfred School Hampstead 

Latymer
The London Nautical School
Maidwell Hall
More House School
North Bridge House
North London Collegiate
Portland Place
Prospect House
The Royal School 
Queen’s College, London 
St. Anthony’s, Hampstead
St. Bede’s School, Eastbourne
St. Benedicts, Ealing
St. Christopher, Letchworth
St. Paul’s Cathedral School 
South Hampstead School
Trevor Roberts
University College School 
Westminster Cathedral School
Westminster Under School



Location & Transport
Dallington School is in a former Victorian 
church institute with classrooms spread 
over five open-plan floors.

It is just to the north of the intersection of 
Goswell Road, Old Street and Clerkenwell 
Road. The location is well-served by bus 
routes, the tube and the overground.

The school falls just within the Congestion 
Zone, however there is an increasingly 
active car-share scheme in which many 
families are involved. Children travel from all 
over North and Central London with large 
numbers coming from N1, N4, N5, N7, N16, 
SE1, E8, EC1.

Cycling, scootering, walking and the use of 
public transport are actively encouraged. 
Cycling proficiency training is offered from 
Year 2. The school takes part in the Walk 
Once a-Week scheme. Towards the end of 
Year 6 children are given advice about using 
public transport by TfL and are encouraged 
to travel safely and independently.

Underground: The following stations are 
within easy walking distance: Barbican, 
Farringdon, Old Street, Angel and St. Paul’s. 
Buses: 4, 55, 56, 153, 243 stop nearby.

Uniform
We do not have a uniform at Dallington but 
there are T-shirts, sweatshirts, polo shirts, 
fleeces, body-warmers, jackets and bags 
with logos, which you can buy.

Friends Of Dallington
Friends of Dallington is a parents’ 
association that helps to support the 
school and organises events such as the 
summer fete, the Halloween barbecue and 
other social events throughout the year. It 
is a forum for all parents to participate in 
the life of our school and we welcome the 
involvement of all.

A current Staff List, recent Ofsted report 
and all Policy Documents are available on 
request from the school office together 
with details of the number of complaints 
registered under the formal procedure 
during the preceding school year.

At Dallington School, we are committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of our pupils. Dallington School’s Child 
Protection Policy and Islington Child 
Protection Procedures are available for 
parents or carers to see.

Every effort has been taken to ensure that the content 
of this prospectus is correct at the time of publication. 
The school reserves the right to make such changes as 
may be necessary from time to time. Neither the printed 
prospectus nor our website constitutes a contract.
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Term Times
The school year is approximately 36 weeks, 
divided into three terms, each with a week’s 
break mid-term.

Every day is an open day!
Tours usually take place at 9.30 am, 
excluding the first and last week of each 
term. Please call us on 020 7251 2284 and 
come and see us in action!

School Hours
Mornings 9.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
Afternoons	 1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 
The children will have a break for milk,  
and fruit during each session.

Dallington School
8 Dallington Street, London EC1V OBW 
Phone: 020 7251 2284 Fax: 020 7336 0972 
E-mail: admissions@dallingtonschool.co.uk 
www.dallingtonschool.co.uk

Registration & Entry
We work on a first come first served basis. 
There is no entry exam or formal test 
however children over five spend the day 
at the school. During that time the children 
can be informally observed and we can 
get to know each other. Afterwards, we will 
discuss with parents whether or not this is 
the most appropriate setting for their child.

Registration for entry to the school may 
be made on the enclosed form. Children 
may be registered to start at the school at 
the beginning of the Autumn term, Spring 
Term and Summer Term following their third 
birthday. Registration does not guarantee a 
place in the school.

Chair of the Board of Governors  
Professor Vaughan Grylls, Dallington School

‘It is great that the award is now 
named after Ted. Mogg is in his 
mould, feisty, says what she thinks, 
and champions children above all 
others. Ted was a wonderful man. 
He had total faith and belief in 
children – just like Mogg – and just 
wanted to make life and particularly 
education, better for them. Again, 
just like Mogg. They would have got 
on like a house on fire!’ 
 
	 Jeannette Page  
	 (Former NTA National Judge)

Headteacher,  
Proprietor & Founder  
Mogg Hercules 
Ted Wragg Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
(with Distinction) 2009 
Dallington School 



‘Mogg Hercules has created an 
oasis in the city for the children 
and their parents alike.’ 
Esther Gordon - ex-pupil and parent of two Dallington pupils. 




